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Tracey Emin, Like a Cloud of Blood (2022, estimate: £500,000-700,000) 

 

 

• One of the first paintings that Tracey Emin created following her cancer treatment, Like a Cloud of 
Blood, will be offered by the artist to raise funds for her innovative new artist’s studio complex in 
Margate 

• The painting represents a return to the creative process for Emin, and an intimate vision of her 
recent experience, which she is offering to establish a future for artists in her home town 

• TKE Studios will launch in Margate in October 2022 
 
 



LONDON – Christie’s will present Tracey Emin’s Like A Cloud of Blood (2022, estimate: £500,000-
700,000): an outstanding, deeply personal painting which is being sold by the artist to benefit her 
pioneering TKE Studios in Margate. An abbreviation of the artist’s full name, Tracey Karima Emin, this 
revolutionary studio complex and residency programme intends to foster new generations of talent, and to 
create a thriving artistic hub in her home town. The painting will be on view in London from 6 to 13 October, 
ahead of the 20th / 21st Century: Evening Sale, which takes place on 13 October 2022.  
 
Having repeatedly referenced her Margate upbringing throughout her oeuvre, Emin has become a 
passionate cultural advocate for the Kent seaside town since returning in 2017 . With 12 subsidised 
professional artist studios, a rigorous exhibition cycle and two-year residencies for 15-20 students with 
free studios, tutorials and lectures, Emin hopes to create an inspirational ‘artists’ haven’, governed by an 
ethos of intergenerational dialogue, creative commitment and spirited debate and critique. TKE Studios is 
set in a former bathhouse and mortuary. 
 

 
 
Tracey Emin: “I don’t want to die being an artist that made really interesting work. I want to make a future. 
If my art can make something happen for the future, then I’m doing the right thing. I’ve been all the way 
around the world in all directions and come back again. And this, Margate, is what I’ve chosen.” 
 
Katharine Arnold, Head of Post-War and Contemporary Art, Christie’s Europe: “Throughout her 
career, Tracey Emin has invited viewers to share in the most intimate aspects of her life . With extraordinary 
candour and a vivid vision, in Like a Cloud of Blood she lets us in to her world following her cancer 
diagnosis. The searing honesty we are accustomed to in her oeuvre resonates with her audience even 
more so in this painting. It is a renewed vigour for life that has driven Tracey to create this unparalleled 
opportunity for artists in her home town and it is a great honour to help her realise this project by offering 
the painting as a highlight in the 20th / 21st Century: London Evening Sale.”     
  
Painted in her first wave of creativity after her recovery from bladder cancer in 2020,  Like a Cloud of Blood 
captures the powerful release of emotion and energy she experienced after a long period of being unable 
to make art. Emin's recent paintings represent a vital new chapter in her rich, autobiographical practice. 
More keenly attuned than ever before to the power and fragility of the human form, they offer visceral 
expressions of hope, turmoil, pain and healing. Emin’s long  and complex relationship with paint has often 
been deeply tied to her own body. 
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About Christie’s  

Founded in 1766, Christie’s is a w orld-leading art and luxury business. Renow ned and trusted for its expert live and online 

auctions, as w ell as its bespoke private sales, Christie’s offers a full portfolio of  global services to its clients, including art 

appraisal, art f inancing, international real estate and education. Christie’s has a physical presence in 46 countries, throughout 

the Americas, Europe, Middle East, and Asia Pacif ic, w ith f lagship international sales hubs in New  York, London, Hong Kong, 

Paris and Geneva. It also is the only international auction house authorized to hold sales in mainland China (Shanghai).  
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Christie’s auctions span more than 80 art and luxury categories, at price points ranging from $200 to over $100 million. In recent 

years, Christie’s has achieved the w orld record price for an artw ork at auction (Leonardo da Vinci’s Salvator Mundi, 2017), for a 

20th century artw ork (Andy Warhol’s Shot Sage Blue Marilyn, 2022, for a single charitable collection sale (the Collection of 

Peggy and David Rockefeller, 2018), and for a w ork by a living artist (Jeff Koons’ Rabbit, 2019). 

 

Christie’s Private Sales offers a seamless service for buying and selling art, jew ellery and w atches outside of the auction 

calendar, w orking exclusively w ith Christie’s specialis ts at a client’s individual pace. 

 

Recent innovations at Christie’s include groundbreaking sale of the f irst NFT for a digital w ork of art ever offered at a major 

auction house (Beeple’s Everydays, March 2021), w ith the unprecedented acceptance of cryptocurrency as a means of 

payment. As an industry leader in digital innovation, Christie’s also continues to pioneer new  technologies that are redefining the 

business of art, including the use of hologram technology to tour life-size 3D objects around the w orld, and the creation of 

view ing and bidding experiences that integrate augmented reality, global livestreaming, buy-now  channels, and hybrid sales 
formats. 

 

Christie’s is dedicated to advancing responsible culture throughout its business and communities w orldw ide, including achieving 

sustainability through net zero carbon emissions by 2030, and actively using its platform in the art w orld to amplify under -

represented voices and support positive change. 

 

Brow se, bid, discover, and join us for the best of art and luxury at: w ww.christies.com or by dow nloading Christie’s apps. 
 

The COVID-related re-opening status of our global locations is available here 
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